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MRIC Technology Transfer Office (MRIC-TTO)

WORLD IP Day 2021
The Role of Intellectual Property and
Innovation in the ICT sector of Mauritius
Monday, 26 April 2021 @ 15:00 hrs
(45 mins + 15 mins Questions & Answers)

Brief
There is growing interest in better understanding the effects of Intellectual Property (IP) and Innovation in
Mauritius, both on specific indicators of economic performance and on the economic development process
more broadly. With a view to encouraging innovation and promoting awareness and further use of IP for
the protection and exploitation of innovative technology, especially among SMEs, the MRIC is
strengthening the links between research, innovation, IP and components of the knowledge economy.
As the country moves towards a knowledge and digital economy, the transformation of the ICT industry
through innovation and creativity is considered a major priority. In this context, the MRIC-TTO project on
IP and Innovation in the ICT sector, in collaboration with Professor Knut Blind (Technical University of Berlin,
Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research, Germany), has aimed to bring to the forefront
opportunities for innovation in this sector, especially those where IP can be leveraged for business growth
and development.
In marking the World IP Day under this year’s theme ‘IP & SMEs: Taking your ideas to market’, the
presentation of the findings of this project will be valuable in understanding of the role of IP in the ICT
sector and its use in the local context, and in gaining insight of the opportunities and challenges offered
by IP for Mauritian ICT enterprises providing services or products on the local market and beyond.
Presentation
Speakers:

Professor Dr Knut Blind, University Professor, Technical University of Berlin, Fraunhofer
Institute for Systems and Innovation Research (Germany) and

Mr Moritz Böhmecke-Schwafert, M.Sc., Research Associate, Technical University of Berlin

Register in advance for this Webinar

How to connect to the webinar?
 10-15 minutes before the webinar starts, follow the link you
have received from the webinar organizer.
 Once you click the link, an authorization window will open
in a browser tab.
 Thank you to mute your microphone when you join the
webinar and unmute if you have a question during the Q&A
session.

WORLD IP DAY – 26 April 2021
THEME: “IP and SMEs: Taking your ideas to market”
Brief note on the World IP Day
Every business starts with an idea. Each of the millions of SMEs that operate across the globe every
day started with an idea that took shape in someone’s mind and made its way to market.
The 2021 World Intellectual Property campaign shines a light on the critical role of SMEs in
the economy and how they can use IP rights to build stronger, more competitive and
resilient businesses.
SMEs are the backbone of the global economy. They account for around 90 percent of all
businesses worldwide and are essential contributors to job creation and economic development.
When economic recovery from the fallout of COVID-19 is a priority, World IP Day 2021 shines a
light on how SMEs can use their IP assets to build stronger, more competitive, and resilient
businesses and create jobs. IP is a powerful tool for SMEs in all parts of the world to create
economic value and advance their business goals.
With IP rights, an idea can be turned into a business opportunity that generates value, creates
employment, and enriches the market offering consumers a broader choice of new and better
products and services.
With IP, businesses create value and can do better, communities can thrive, and national
economies can prosper.
This year’s World IP Day campaign maps key IP-related issues that come into play when taking
ideas to the market and explores practical IP issues and challenges that will arise on that journey,
and how to manage them. Through today’s event, the opportunity is taken to look at the potential
value in identifying, protecting, and leveraging IP assets for business growth in a sector where an
increasing number of SMEs are evolving.
World IP Day 2021 also highlights the central role that WIPO, regional and national IP offices, and
other IP-support agencies worldwide play in creating a favorable landscape for SMEs to drive
innovation and creativity, power economic recovery, and create employment.

