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Research in Action

In 2011, the Min-
istry of Tertiary 
Education, Sci-
ence, Research 
and Technology 
set up 5 National 
Research Groups, 
with a view to cre-
ating a national 
platform through 
which the research 
community would 
address prior-
ity issues currently 
faced by the coun-
try. The National Research Groups, which 
have been coordinated by the MRC, are 
National Water Research Group, National 
Energy Research Group, National Hu-
man Resource Research Group, National 
Research Group on the Impact of Food 
Quality on Human Health and National 
Research Group on Road Traffic. The 
National Research Groups (NRGs) were 
established on the basis of key areas 
identified as requiring critical attention and 
to ensure the sustainability of the socio-
economic development of Mauritius in 
the short, medium and long terms. The 
NRGs, comprising experts from the pub-
lic and private sectors, operated through 
a wide consultative process. Each of the 
National Research Groups produced a 
report with a list of priority research areas/
projects and the purpose of the final con-

sultative meeting was to seek the views 
of the research community and validate 
the findings of the five National Research 
Groups. This event, held in Tower, Ebène, 
Cybercity on February 2nd 2012, was 
an opportunity for participants to take 
cognizance of the deliberations of the 5 
research groups and participate in the 
prioritization 
process. The 
audience of 
this highly par-
ticipative event 
was made up 
of Govern-
ment Officials, 
representa-
tives of the 
Private Sector, 
members of 

EDITORIAL

Our 1st News-
letter of this 
year is an op-
portunity to re-
flect on our past 
activities and to 
look forward to 
upcoming and 

exciting events in 2012. With hind-
sight 2011 was an exceptional year 
for the Mauritius Research Council 
(MRC). In our bid to disseminate the 
findings of the research community 
working with the Council, we held 56 
outreach activities. Our role as drivers 
of innovation has been strengthened 
by continuing to fund and explore 
new areas of research and their po-
tential applications. Given the current 
global economic context the council 
will increasingly reach out to external 
donors and funding agencies. Our 
priority remain engaging with national 
issues to inform policy decisions 
and contributing towards improving 
the quality of life of Mauritians. The 
MRC will of course continue to pro-
vide much needed Capacity Build-
ing in areas relevant to research and 
endeavour to strengthen its ties with 
high level institutions at both the local 
and international level.

Dr A Suddhoo, 
Executive Director
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From Left-to-Right: Prof S Jugessur, Dr A Suddhoo, Dr the Hon. Min R Jeetah during the Final 
Consultative Meeting

FINAL CONSULTATIVE 
MEETING OF NATIONAL 
RESEARCH GROUPS 

Water Resources

Impact of
Road Traf�c

Food Quality 
& Health

Renewable
Energy

Human
Resources

NRGs

the scientific community, NGOs and other 
interest groups.
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Studies show that in the fore-
seeable future, an open econo-
my like ours is likely to be vulner-
able to recessions and inflation 
due to the rapid fluctuations in 
high oil prices. In this context, 
the MRC is funding a project 
aiming to Develop Wave Ener-
gy via its Unsolicited Research 

Grant Scheme. The aims of the 
project are to explore an alter-
native to imported fossil fuels to 
generate electricity for Mauritius 
and to reduce the unreliability of 
similar “green” sources of ener-
gy. Headed by Dr M Curé, CEO 
of Numerics Warehouse Ltd. 
project comprises of 2 main 
aspects:  
(i)  assessing wave resource, 

and;  
(ii)   mapping of a development 

path for wave energy in 

Mauritius. 
The assessment of the wave 
resource will be carried out us-
ing state of the art IT equipment 
to run high resolution wave 
and weather numerical model 
simulations covering a wide 
area of the South West Indian 
Ocean. The project will study 
environmental, fisheries and 
infrastructure factors to identify, 
in combination with the findings 
of the wave resource assess-
ment, potential priority areas 

for wave farms. The project will 
also review existing wave en-
ergy converter technologies 
with a view to evaluating their 
potential power generation, if 
positioned in areas identified 
around the coastline of Mauri-
tius as have good wave energy 
potential. Should the wave re-
source prove to be sufficient, 
the findings of this project can 
help attract investment in wave 
energy from both local and for-
eign undertakings.

In April 2011, the Council 
launched a Call for Propos-
als for the various schemes 
of the Council. The aim was 
to encourage anyone with an 
interest in research as well 
as relevant institutions to ap-
ply for funding under different 
clusters such as the Research 
Grant Schemes, Innova-
tion and Commercialisation 
Schemes, Research Sup-
port Schemes and Capacity 
Building/Award Schemes. In 
2011, the Council received a 
total of 73 applications worth 
Rs 28m. Out of the 73 appli-
cations, 38 proposals worth 
Rs 9.8m have been approved 
by the Project Management 

Committee (PMC). 2 are still 
being processed. 9 propos-
als received during the year 
were “Incomplete Applica-
tions” where either the ap-
plicants have not mention the 
Scheme under which appli-
cation was submitted or they 
had not respected the tem-
plate formats and omitted the 
funding amount requested.  
Following the call for pro-
posal in April, the Council 
experienced an increase in 
the number of research pro-
posals received in the 2nd 
and 3rd quarter of 2011, as 
shown in the figure below. In 
some cases, proposals re-
ceived in a particular quarter 
can be carried forward to the 
next, before being reviewed 
for approval. 

The 73 applications received 
consisted of proposals under 
the various research schemes 
as shown in the Figure below. 
Conference/Workshop At-
tendance Scheme, Confer-
ence/Workshop Organization 
Funding Scheme and Publi-
cation Sponsorship are new 

research support schemes 
which were launched at the 
beginning of the year and 
they have jointly brought 19 
proposals to the Council.  
“Others” refers to applica-
tions which did not satisfy 
the criteria of any of the 13 
Schemes of the Council.

Applications received by scheme in 2011

WAVE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AROUND MAURITIUS

FUNDING OF RESEARCH BY THE MRC IN 2011

Research Proposals Received & Approved  
per quarter in 2011

TOTAL NUMBER OF  
APPLICATIONS: 73

URGS* - 22 CWAS* - 15 SSRGS *- 13 PGA* - 13 Others *- 5 CWOFS* - 3 PSCRGS * - 1 PS* - 1

* URGS: Unsolicited Research Grant Scheme
* SSRGS: Small Scale Research Grant Scheme 
* CWOFS: Conference/Workshop Attendance Scheme
* CWAS: Conference/Workshop Attendance Scheme

* PGA: Postgraduate Award
* PSCRGS: Private Sector Research Grant Scheme
* PS: Publication Scheme



The Mauritius Research Council 
in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Tertiary Education, Science, 
Research and Technology and 
Ministry of Fisheries and the 
Rodrigues Regional Assembly, 
organized a hands-on train-
ing workshop on “Seaweed 
Farming” at the Albion Fisher-
ies Research Centre (AFRC) 
in Mauritius from 7th to 11th 
November 2011 and at Pe-
tite Butte Community Centre, 
Rodrigues from 14th to 18th 
November 2011. The 5-day 
hands-on training workshop in-
cluded all skills involved from site 
selection for seaweed culture 

to setting up experimental sea-
weed farms, including farming 
methods, problems (both social 
and environmental), and work-
ing with communities. About 
100 participants from Agricul-
tural Research & Extension Unit 

(AREU), Board of Investment 
(BOI), Mauritius Oceanographic 
Institute (MOI), Mauritius Sugar 
Industry Research Institute 
(MSIRI), Ministry of Fisheries & 
Rodrigues, Ministry of Indus-
try, Commerce and Consumer 

Protection, University of Mauri-
tius (UOM), Fisheries Research 
Training Unit (FRTU), Rodrigues 
Administration, South East Ma-
rine Protected Area (SEMPA), 
Private Sector and members of 
the fisher groups participated in 
the workshop in Mauritius and 
Rodrigues. The outcome of this 
highly successful knowledge 
transfer exercise was the acqui-
sition of vital skills for seaweed 
farming by people from many 
walks of life. The present experi-
mental seaweed farms in Mau-
ritius and Rodrigues, were also 
set up respectively as a result of 
this workshop.  
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RLaunching of  Experimental Seaweed Farming in  
Mauritius and Rodrigues

The experimental seaweed 
farms were launched on 
Thursday 10th November in 
Albion Mauritius and Monday 
14th November in Petite Butte, 
Rodrigues respectively. The 
main guests for these events 
were Dr the Hon Rajeshwar 
Jeetah, Minister of Tertiary Edu-
cation, Science, Research and 

Technology, the Hon. Louis Jo-
seph Von Mally G.O.S.K, Minister 
of Fisheries and Rodrigues and G 
Jabeemissar, Chief Commission-
er of Rodrigues Regional Assem-
bly. On Thursday 10th November 
2011, at the Conference Room of 
Albion Fisheries Research Centre, 
Albion. The 2 experimental farms 
both occupy an area of 100 m2 
and consist of several cultivation 
techniques. 

Training for Local Fishermen & Research Communities 

3 local researchers, namely, Mr 
K Narrain, Ms C Ramphul and 
Mr J M Ravina (both from the 

MRC Rodri-
gues Office) 
attended a 15 
days hands-on 
capacity build-
ing program in 
Zanzibar from 
the 10th to 
24th October 
2011 to learn 

all skills involved from setting up 
the farm to harvesting, includ-
ing management practices and 

dealing with problems 
that might occur during 
seaweed growth. Farm-
ing practices on the seaweed 
species - Gracilaria salicornia, 
Gracilaria edulis, Ulva lactuca, Eu-
cheuma denticulatum & Hypnea 
musciformis were included in the 
training. The trained research-
ers now have basic skills in: Site 
selection for seaweed farming, 
Identification of planting mate-
rial, setting up of seaweed farms 

including–mounting of infrastruc-
ture, cultivation techniques, farm 
monitoring and preservation 
from pests and diseases. The 3 
researchers also had the oppor-
tunity to visit the seaweed cluster 
activities in Zanzibar including 
manufacture of seaweed-based 
products such as soap, mas-
sage oil and food products. 

Training of MRC Technical Staff in Tanzania

CAPACITY BUILDING IN SEAWEED FARMING 

The seaweed research program is a mojor research initiative of the MRC in collaboration with 
a number of stakeholders from Mauritius and Rodrigues. the focus during the last semester 
has been capacity building for seaweed farming.The services of Dr. Flower E. Msuya, from the 
Institute of Marine Sciences, University of Dar Es Salaam, were solicited. This highly experienced 
consultant provided hands-on training to both local fishermen and researchers to set up, man-
age and monitor seaweed farms in both Mauritius and Rodrigues.

Dr F E Msuya

Research Assistants receiving Training in Tanzania

Training at AFRC 

Dr the Hon. Min R Jeetah, Dr A Suddhoo,
Mr D Mauree, the Hon. Min N Von-Mally

Experimental Seaweed Farm  
in Rodrigues
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As mentioned before, the Gov-
ernment in its 2010-2015 pro-
gramme has highlighted the 
need to conduct a National 
Research Foresight Exercise 
(NRFE) with the participation of 
all scientists engaged in scien-
tific research. The MRC through 
its parent Ministry, the MoTES-
RT, has been entrusted with the 
responsibility of conducting this 
exercise to identify priority areas 
for research in Mauritius for the 
2011-2021 period. The first 
phase of the study was car-
ried out in the period of June to 
September 2011. The resource 
persons from the University of 
Manchester focused mainly on 

Scoping and Inception where-
by they obtained the initial focus 
for future Research Priorities. 
Phase 2 of the study was an 
intensive exercise which took 
place in the period of October 
to December 2011 and includ-
ed:

•	 Scanning	 both	 global	 and	
local trends;

•	 	An	online	Delphi	survey	to	
identify long-term research 
priorities;  and

•	 Setting-up	 and	 launching	
of the activities of 6 Clus-
ter Working Groups on the 
following themes: Marine 
& Land Resources; Global 

Resources & Links; Social & 
Cultural issues; Agriculture, 
Food & Health; Enterprise 
& Human Resources; Infra-
structure Resources. 

The 6 Cluster Working Group 
m e e t i n g s 
were held 
from Novem-
ber 25th to 
Decembe r 
2nd 2011. To 
complement 
the initial in-
put, informa-
tion and data 
c o l l e c t e d 
through the 

Cluster Working Groups, the 
resource persons from Man-
chester also had in-depth dis-
cussions with UoM, HRDC, 
JEC and MID representatives. 
Phase 3 has been initiated in 
January 2012.

NATIONAL RESEARCH FORESIGHT EXERCISE (NRFE) PHASE 2

Île Hermitage

Île Plate

Île Chat
ou Pierrot

Île Gombrani

Île Paille en Queue

Île Deux Frères
Île aux Pintades

Île Crabe

Île Destinée

Île Frégate

Île Catherine

Île Marianne

Île aux Cocos

Île aux Sables

Île aux Diamants

Île aux Fous

Pointe Corail

Lataniers
- Mont Lubin

Petit Gabriel

Mangues - 
Quatres Vents

Port Mathurin

Grande Baie
Montagne

Roche Bon Dieu
- Trèfles

Coromandel
- Graviers

Port  Sud-Est
Rivière Cocos

Oyster Bay

Baie Malgache

La Ferme

Piments - 
Baie Topaze

Airport
Sir Gaëtan Duval

Plaine Corail - 
La Fourche Corail

IThe Rodrigues Office of the 
MRC was launched at Rodri-
gues Administration, Port Ma-
thurin on 31st October 2011 
by Dr the Honourable R Jeetah, 
Minister of TESRT and the Hon-
ourable L Von-Mally, Minister of 
Fisheries and Rodrigues in the 

presence of G Jabeemissar, 
Chief Commissioner of Rodri-
gues Regional Assembly. 
The office will:
1. address potential research 

gaps in Rodrigues
2. act as a platform for technol-

ogy transfer between Mauri-
tius and Rodrigues
3. promote Capac-
ity Building in research 
and research related 
sectors.
Several research activi-
ties have been initiated 
under this office. A Re-
search Needs Analy-

sis is being conducted specifi-
cally for the island of Rodrigues 
in collaboration with relevant 
stakeholders. The Seaweed 
Farming project is a major study 
conducted by the office. In this 
context, a capacity building pro-
gram involving 60 partici-
pants has already been 
conducted to impart 
seaweed farming skills to 
technical staff of various 
departments & about 50 
fishermen. This program 
has an important gender 
dimension by involving a 
large number of octopus 

fisherwomen. One experimental 
farm showcasing 3 seaweed 
cultivation methods with 2 spe-
cies of seaweeds has been set 
up in Petite Butte and is being 
monitored. Another farm is be-
ing set up in Jeantac.

Training Courses by the MRC in 2012
Following the success encountered last year, the following courses will be on offer 
in the June-August period:
• Basic Course on Research Methodology
• Research Grant Application Course

LAUNCHING OF MRC RODRIGUES OFFICE

From Left-to-Right: G Jabeemissar, Prof S Jugessur, 
Dr A Suddhoo

Dr J Ravetz & Dr O Saritas from the University of Manchester during 
the workshop

Seaweed Farming Workshop Participants in Rodrigues
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RESEARCH/INNOVATION-INDUSTRY LINKAGE STUDY

SETTING UP A TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER OFFICE AT THE MRC

Globally, enterprises, large and 
small, are increasingly introduc-
ing innovative processes, prod-
ucts and services to sustain their 
growth trajectories, particularly 
in a context marked by rife glob-
al competition.  A large body 
of evidence indicates that the 
innovative performance of en-

terprises and by extension, the 
wider economy is linked to how 
components of their national in-
novation system are linked and 
how they relate to each other for 
knowledge transfer and use. In 
particular, there is widespread 
consensus that universities 
through their research and tech-

nological spill-overs are impor-
tant sources of knowledge that 
can trigger innovation at indus-
try level. The Mauritian Govern-
ment has identified research as 
one of the potential generators 
of innovation for industry and 
consequently as a determinant 
in further fostering private sec-
tor growth and development. 
This position was highlighted in 
the budget speech 2010 under 
excerpt 207: ‘to have a strategic 
advantage in education, train-
ing, research and innovation, we 
must connect research done 
in our tertiary institutions to the 
needs of enterprises and Gov-
ernment’. The MRC is currently 
conducting the ‘Research-Inno-
vation-Industry Linkage Study in 
order to: 

(a) explore the specific role of 
Research-Industry Linkage 
(RIL) in the National Innova-
tion System,

(b) map and assess the nature 
and types of linkages which 
exist between private sector 
and the research institutions 
including but not limited to 
the Universities and; 

(c) identify the main bottlenecks 
which prevent efficient and 
effective linkages to occur 
with the view to enable the 
development of lasting link-
ages which spur win-win 
collaborations for both the 
innovation/research institu-
tions and the private sector. 
This study is due for comple-
tion by mid 2012. 

The Technology Transfer cycle comprises various stages and must address issues in a holistic manner

Technology transfer cycle

Spin Off 
co.

Incubator

Licensing

Evaluation

IP  
Protection 

Invention

Marketing

R&D

The efficient transfer of Intel-
lectual Property Rights (IPR) to 
industry and business partners 
is increasingly a key objective 
for many research institutes. 
The potential income from li-
censing out technology and 
forming start-up companies 
can be an important factor 
to consider when developing 

strategies based upon value 
creation and exploitation of 
IP assets in the local context. 
The associated benefits of 
such activities are expected 
to reach across research in-
stitutions, enterprises and so-
ciety at large. In this context, 
a Technology Transfer Office 
(TTO) has been established 

within the MRC. The creation 
of a TTO constitutes the result 
of interactions with the World 
Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion (WIPO), Innovation and 
Technology Transfer Section, 
located in Geneva, Switzer-
land. The aim of the TTO is to 
implement the effective trans-
fer and use of IP through 

(i) provision of legal and tech-
nical support to local re-
searchers and businesses, 

(ii) assistance in the identifica-
tion, protection and man-
agement of their IP assets.
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Dr V Bissonauth, Research 
Officer of the Council partici-
pated in a two week training 
workshop in Shanghai on 
“Building, Planning and Man-
agement of Science Parks 
and Incubation Centres” from 
16th - 28th October 2011. 
This training sponsored by 
the Ministry of Science & 
Technology of the People’s 
Republic of China, through 
the Torch High Technology In-
dustry Development Centre, 
was a direct outcome of the 
recent visit of the high-level 
Chinese delegation to Mauri-
tius in July 2011. Among the 
participants were representa-
tives of several African states 
such as Kenya, Botswana, 
Tanzania, Rwanda, Nigeria 
and Tunisia. The ultimate goal 

of this exercise was to equip 
participants with the basic 
tools to develop Science and 
Technology Parks in their 
respective countries. The 
workshop participants were 
acquainted with the general 
m e c h a -
nisms for 
i m p l e -
m e n t i n g 
a science 
park, in-
formed by 
the Chi-
nese expe-
rience on 
the sub-
ject. It also 
aimed to 
foster co-
operation 
b e t w e e n 
China and 
A f r i c a n 
Nations in 
technology 
i n n o v a -
tion. Con-
tacts were 
also made 
with dif-
ferent Af-

rican states which already 
have Science Parks such as 
Tunisia and Rwanda. This 
training provided insights on 
how to better manage the 
Business Research Incubator 
Centre (BRIC) of the Council 

and take it to the next level. 
Based on the knowledge ac-
quired during the training, it 
would be considered to es-
tablish a strategic plan for a 
Mauritian Science Park in the 
near future.

TRAINING WORKSHOP ON SCIENCE PARK & INCUBATION CENTRES

BUSINESS RESEARCH INCUBATOR CENTRE (BRIC):  
LESSONS LEARNT AND THINKING FORWARD

After one year of operation, 
BRIC has uncovered a num-
ber of challenges commonly 
encountered by startups and 
pre-startups in Mauritius. Al-
though several start-up busi-
nesses in Mauritius are highly 
innovative and may succeed, 
they often fail to develop due 
to severe competition from 
bigger companies; unwilling-
ness to collaborate with oth-
ers out of concern for Intel-
lectual property rights issues; 

lack of proper structures for 
guidance; poor trust from 
investors; and the small size 
of the local market. On top of 
these issues, innovative en-
trepreneurs are often ignored 
and face severe barriers in 
the local business culture.

In line with these issues, 
BRIC is exploring avenues to 
provide some solutions. As 
discussed in the present is-
sue, more inter-institutional 
collaboration is currently be-
ing implemented by the MRC 
under the 

‘Collaborative Mauritius’(CM) 
Network. The resulting 
shared market knowledge 
and experience may act as a 
safety net for the incubatees 
by reducing the volatility of 
start-ups, as perceived by in-
vestors. Developing an “Inno-
vation Fund” whereby seed 
money could be granted 
to start-ups for the first few 
years of operation would also 
be an avenue to explore. We 
have already started the long-
term journey towards the de-
velopment of a Science Park 
in Mauritius by:

1. implementing the 1st 
BRIC, 

2. sending one of our Re-
search Officers to receive 
training on setting up a 
Business Incubators and 
Science Park in China (as 
can be seen in the next 
article), 

3.  training courses on Intel-
lectual Property Rights of-
fered by a WIPO expert to 
Mauritian Entrepreneurs 
and;

4.  setting up of a Technology 
Transfer Office (also in the 
present issue).

From Left-to-Right: Mr S Elleuch (Tunisia), 
Mrs Xiaoping-Dept Dir Gen TORCH, Mrs J 
Quian (MOST), Dr V Bissonauth (MRC)
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The final 2011 Collaborative 
Mauritius (CM) event titled ‘A 
Year down the Road’ was held 
on 28th November 2011 at the 
Mauritius Sugar Industry Re-
search Institute in Réduit. The 
aim was to showcase the CM 
Network objectives attained in 
2011. One of the main achieve-
ments of the CM Network for 
2011 under the innovation part-

nership programme relates to 
the establishment of open col-
laborative partnership among 
the 12 CM Network partner 
institutions. 25 connectors 
from these institutions received 
training on tools to promote 
a trusting knowledge-sharing 
environment and enhance the 
local innovation climate. Other 
achievements included, but not 
were not limited to, the pres-
entation of the CM Innovation 
Portal tools (Website and Data-
base), value and benefits of the 
CM Network Connector Devel-

opment Programmes delivered 
during 2011 and an overview of 
the Innovative projects of com-
mercial potential developed 
from the activi-
ties of the CM 
Network ini-
tiative. These 
are 4 innova-
tive projects 
of commercial 
intent in the fol-
lowing areas: 
Aeroponics, 
Food product 
Manufactur-

ing, Textile Manufacturing and 
Design.  It is expected that the 
projects will be brought to a pre-
commercial phase in 2012. 

The 7th Meeting 
of the Working 
Group on the 

Square Kilometre Array (SKA) 
Radio Telescope project was 
held on 31st January and 1st 
February 2012 in Gaborone, 
Botswana. Delegations from 
all the African Partner Coun-
tries attended. The Meeting 
was informed of the official 
visit of Her Excellency 
Mrs N Pandor, Minister of 
Science and Technology 
of the Republic of South 
Africa to Mauritius in Sep-
tember 2011. Delegates 
were also informed that 
the Mauritius Radio Tel-
escope will be converted 
into an Observatory. In the 

field of Human Capital De-
velopment, the University of 
Mauritius will be publishing a 
call for students for the M.Sc 
programme in Astrophysics, 
with Radio Astronomy and 
Application, and would wel-
come at least 4 to 5 students 
from the continent. A docu-
ment on the Multi-Frequency 
Interferometry Telescope for 

Radio Astronomy (MITRA, the 
Sanskrit word for “friend”) will 
be disseminated for the ben-
efit of Partner Countries. The 
Department of Science and 
Technology of the Republic 
of South Africa 
was commend-
ed for having 
been able to get 
radio astronomy 

included as a science focus 
area for the group of leading 
emerging economies, Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa (BRICS).

7TH MEETING OF THE SKA WORKING GROUP 

COLLABORATIVE MAURITIUS

An MRC Initiative

MITRA pictures courtesy of Dr G K Beeharry, UoM 
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The Council also organized 
and participated in the fol-
lowing events and activities 
for the dissemination of re-
search, as well as the promo-
tion of Science, Technology & 
Innovation:

1. Half-Day Workshop:  

“Collaborative Research 
on the Thematic: Human 
Resource in  Mauritius” on 
29th September 2011.

2. Road Traffic Consultative 
Brainstorming Session held 
on 10th November 2011.

3. Seminar on Sustainable 
production of palm on 

marginal lands held on 
15th December 2011.

4. Seminar Biodiversity and 
Related Issues by Mr M 
Puttoo held on 16thDe-
cember 2011.

5. Nanoscience and Nanomed-
icine by Prof D Jhurry held on 
16th December 2011.

6. Introducing Stem Cell 
Therapy by Dr M S Aljana-
bi, Apollo Bramwell Hos-
pital on 16th December 
2011.

EVENTS

CONTACT DETAILS

EDITORIAL TEAM CONTRIBUTORS

Ms K B Diop

Mr D Gangapersad

Dr N Gopaul

Dr G Gottoli

Ms R Kalutay

Dr M Madhou

Mr K Narrain

Dr H Neeliah

Mr A Peedoly

Mrs P V Ramjeawon

Mr K Tatoree

MAURITIUS RESEARCH COUNCIL
Level 6, Ebene Heights, 34 Cybercity , Ebene, Mauritius. 
Tel: (230) 465 1235   Fax: (230) 465 1239 
Email: mrc@intnet.mu   Website: www.mrc.org.mu

Dr V Bissonauth, Mrs H Mungun-Jhurry, Mr G White

It is generally acknowledged 
that regular awareness activities 
focusing on Science, Engineer-
ing and Technology themes 
contribute towards a better un-
derstanding of the importance 
of SET in our daily lives. The 
National Science, Engineer-
ing and Technology (SET) 
Week 2011, 
spearheaded 
by the Ministry 
of Tertiary Edu-
cation, Science, 
Research and 
Technology and 
coordinated by 
the MRC, was of-
ficially launched by 
Dr the Hon. Rajesh 
Jeetah, at the Rajiv 
Gandhi Science Cen-
tre (RGSC), on Thurs-
day 15th December 2011. 
This event, which is in line with 
the Government Programme 
2010-2015, represents a “new 
drive to Science Populariza-
tion and Sensitization of Sci-
ence activities in Mauritius”. 
It was held from 15th to 17th 

December and 
attracted around 
a 1000 partici-
pants. The spe-
cific objectives 
of this event 
were to:
•	 r a i s e	

public awareness on 
the importance of SET in 
the socio-economic devel-
opment of Mauritius,

•	 stimulate	 the	 interest	 of	
young Mauritians in under-
taking Science careers,

•	 support	 the	 teaching	 and	
learning of SET in schools 
and universities,

•	
provide a plat-
form to learn about the lat-
est technological and scien-
tific innovations in Mauritius.

Besides the exhibits present 
within the RGSC to create 
awareness among members 
of the public, Universities, 

public and private sec-
tor institutions, as well 
as NGOs participated 
and provided interactive 
science exhibitions to all 
age-groups. Talks, 3D-
films and career guidance 
services were also on offer 
and contributed to making 
this experience enjoyable 
for all those present. A wide 

range of re-
search areas 
as well as their 
applications in 
fields which in-
cluded climate 
change, the 
agro-industry, 
marine resourc-
es, and service-
oriented sectors 
such as health, 

education and communication, 
were introduced and discussed 
with a wide audience. The next 
edition of the National SET 
Week will be organized this 
year in the July-August period.

NATIONAL SET WEEK 2011


