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TOWARDS AN OCEAN ECONOMY
The Government’s vision is “to make of Mauritius, within 
the next 10 years, a nation fully conscious of its immense 
potential as an Ocean State”1. The MRC was hence directed 
by the Prime Minister’s Office in April 2012, to set up a Task 
Force on the Ocean Economy to:

•	 review	ocean-related	research	and		activities	carried	out	locally
•	 prepare	 a	 list	 of	 projects	 to	 be	 implemented	 in	 the	

short-term,	 together	with	 an	 action	 plan	 and	 regulatory	
framework to guide  decisions

•	 identify	the	external	technical	assistance	required

The best practices in ocean development policies from 
28 countries were reviewed, prior to launching a highly 
consultative process with the key institutions identified. 
The result of this multidisciplinary exercise was a report 
in 2 volumes titled: “Towards an Ocean Economy: The 
First Steps” which maps out the suggested future for the 
Mauritian Ocean Economy. Since its submission in August 
2012, discussions to implement the projects proposed in the 
document are under way. 
1 Government Programme 2012-2015: “Moving the Nation Forward”

EDITORIAL
Our 1st Newsletter of 2013 shows 
that the MRC’s commitment to 
Science, Technology & Innovation has 
not wavered over the past year. Any 
challenges encountered made us more 
dedicated than ever  in our mission to 
pioneer research for the sustainable 

development of our country. Indeed, our focus in 2012 
has remained the consolidation of existing initiatives such 
as Intellectual Property Rights, via the setting up of a 
Technology Transfer Office and the implementation of an 
Experimental Seaweed Farm. Of course, we have continued 
to push scientific boundaries and innovate, as can be 
seen by our investigation into setting up Offshore Wind 
Farms and successful implementation of on-farm wheat 
cultivation. We have also continued to advise Government 
by consultatively designing a strategy to transform the 
Republic of Mauritius into an Ocean State. We shall 
continue to rely on our collaborators and are confident that 
in 2013 lies yet more opportunities for the Council to further 
promote and coordinate research activities at national level. 

Dr A Suddhoo, 
Executive Director

The Ocean 
Economy

The Ocean 
Economy

Ocean for
Energy

Ocean for
Food

Ocean for
Water

Ocean for
Minerals

Ocean for
Leisure

Ocean for
Health
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•	 Attorney	General’s	Office
•	 Beach	Authority
•	 Board	of	Investment
•	 Mauritius	Ile	Durable
•	 Mauritius	Meteorological	

Services
•	 Mauritius	Ports	Authority
•	 Ministry	of	Fisheries
•	 Prime	Minister’s	Office
•	 University	of	Mauritius
•	 Ministry	of	Housing	and	Lands
•	 Ministry	of	Tourism	and	Leisure

•	 Ministry	of	Tertiary	Education,	
Science, Research & Technology

•	 Ministry	of	Public	Infrastructure	
National	Development	Unit,	
Land Transport & Shipping    

•	 National	Coast	Guard
•	 Rodrigues	Regional	Assembly
•	 Mauritius	Oceanography	

Institute
•		 Ministry	of	Environment	and	

Sustainable	Development

MRC OCEAN ECONOMY TASKFORCE 
MEMBERS
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Wheat is among the top 3 most produced 
cereals in the world, together with maize and 
rice. According to FAO estimates in 2012, 
the average annual world wheat production 
over the past 5 years is estimated to be 
650-700	million	tonnes.

Growing concern over the food security 
issue in Mauritius has led the Ministry of 
Tertiary Education, Science, Research 
and	Technology,	 to	 request	 the	MRC,	 to	
undertake a feasibility study on wheat 
cultivation in Mauritius. Indeed, Mauritius 
is highly dependent on food imports and 
is currently importing 80% of its food 
requirements.	 Wheat	 imports	 amount	
to about 166 000 tonnes annually. 3 
experimental plots were set up in different 
agro-climatic	 regions	 around	 the	 island,	

namely at: Montagne Blanche, St Antoine 
and Savannah. 6 varieties of wheat were 
assessed based on their adaptability, 
yield potential, resistance to pests and 
diseases,	 as	 well	 as	 for	 the	 quality	 of	
flour produced. This project also involves 
a close collaboration between both the 
public and private sectors including 
F.U.E.L,	 Compagnie	 Sucrière	 de	 Saint	
Antoine	 and	 ENL	 Agro-business,	
among several other partner institutions. 
Following the successful establishment 
of the crop, a wheat harvest ceremony 
was organised at St Antoine on 18th 

October	2012,	in	the	presence	of	Dr		The	
Honourable	R	Jeetah,	Minister	of	Tertiary	
Education, Science, Research and 
Technology	together	with	the	Honourable	
L	 Bundhoo,	 Minister	 of	 Health	 and	
Quality of Life. The next phase of the 
study consists in evaluating:
i)		 the	 quality	 of	 the	 wheat	 grains	

harvested, 
ii)  processing of wheat grains into flour 

for	bread-making	
iii)  characterisation of the final product.

The best performing varieties will be 
assessed	 on	 a	 	 larger	 scale-	 on	 more	
sites	-	in	the	second	phase	of	the	study.

From left to right: Dr M Madhou, Mr M Rughoo,  
Prof S Jugessur, Dr The Hon. R Jeetah during  
Wheat harvesting

APPLICATION OF COMPUTATIONAL FLUID DYNAMICS TO STUDY 
NATURAL VENTILATION
The MRC is committed to 
performing	 state-of-the-
art research and to be a 
frontrunner in Computational 
Fluid	 Dynamics	 (CFD)	 in	
Mauritius. In this context, the 
most recent and innovative 
research work in this field 
involves the simulation of 
airflow to study natural 
ventilation in an isolated 
room as shown in the figure 
above. Natural ventilation 
systems make use of ‘green’ 
construction	 techniques	 to	
provide	good	indoor	air	quality	
and improve the thermal 
comfort for occupants. It 
also allows for the reduction 
of energy consumption, and 

enhancement	 of	 air	 quality.	
Such	 systems	 require	 careful	
consideration of the effects of 
the exterior wind environment 

and how it interacts with 
building components. In early 
years, model investigations 
examined external building 
flows separately from the 
flows induced in the building 

interiors, but more recently in 
the last 10 years, there have 
been a number of numerical 
simulation projects to evaluate 

penetration and airflows in 
buildings resulting from exterior 
openings. Those numerical 
simulations	are	based	on	CFD,	
which is a very compelling 
virtual	 modelling	 technique	

with powerful visualisation 
capabilities.	 The	 CFD	 model	
can offer a wide array of 
information on air movement, 
temperature and local draught 
distribution in buildings. Thus, 
engineers can evaluate the 
performance of a wide range 
of system configurations 
on the computer without 
the time, expense, and 
disruption	 required	 to	 make	
actual changes onsite. The 
information generated can 
also help architects to design 
buildings that can be more 
effectively ventilated in summer, 
avoid strong outdoor wind in 
winter and therefore achieve 
better thermal comfort.

Experimetal Wheat  Plot in  St Antoine

Modelling natural ventilation inside a room using CFD

EXPERIMENTAL WHEAT CULTIVATION IN MAURITIUS

The Hon. Minister L Bundhoo
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With the rising prices of oil 
and global recognition of 
problems posed by human 
activity and development 
such as climate change, 
interest in renewable 
energy sources is gaining 
momentum. At present, 
hydroelectric power is the 
main source of renewable 
energy, while ocean energy 
only represents a small sliver 
on the energy pie across the 
world. Nevertheless, because 
of its huge potential, ocean 
energy may soon develop 
into a significant energy 
sector. With technology 
improvement, a number of 
ocean energy forms, such 
as wind, wave and currents 
will become constant enough 

for	 base-load	 electricity	
generation. Other forms of 
ocean energy will produce 
alternative products such 
as drinking water, hydrogen, 
air-conditioning	and	biofuels.	
New industries can thus be 
created and this will lead to 

the creation of new jobs. 
According to Esteban & 
Leary, 2012 , ‘employment 
in the ocean energy sector 
is likely to increase rapidly 
throughout the world, and 
could reach almost 1 million 
people by 2030’. It is worth 

noting that our country’s 
primary energy consumption 
in 2010 was approximately 
2700GWh	 ,	 80%	 of	 which	
came	 from	 fossil	 fuels	 (oil	
and coal) and 20% from 
renewable	sources	 (Bagasse	
and	 Hydro).	 Demand	 for	
each fuel source is steadily 
increasing worldwide and, 
for the past decade, coal 
has	been	the	fastest-growing	
global energy source. 
Preliminary studies by the 
MRC already show that both 
Mauritius and Rodrigues 
can potentially tap into the 
offshore wind resource 
(average	wind	power	density	
of about 500 W/m2) to 
generate electrical power for 
both islands.

The Council, along with partner 
institutions, has for the first time 
successfully demonstrated 
seaweed farming in natural 
conditions in Mauritius and 
Rodrigues. In parallel, a number 
of research studies are being 
carried out by the Agricultural 
Research	 and	 Extension	 Unit	
and	the	University	of	Mauritius,	
some of which are of potential 
commercial	importance.	Hence	
the	 Council	 organised	 a	 half-
day workshop on “Seaweed 
Farming and Processing 
Industry in Mauritius and 

Rodrigues” on Thursday, 
13th September 2012, at the 
Conference Room, Cyber 
Tower	1,	Ebène.	The	objective	
of the workshop was to 
present a progress review of 
the seaweed program me to 
relevant	 stakeholders.	 During	
the	 workshop,	 on-going	
seaweed projects such as 
Seaweed farming in Mauritius 
and Rodrigues, development of 
seaweed based food products; 
animal feed and plant growth 
promoter were presented to 
all the stakeholders, including 
fisherfolk.

Offshore Windfarm in Denmark by Pareto (2009), Istockpictures

WORKSHOP ON SEAWEED FARMING & PROCESSING 
INDUSTRY IN MAURITIUS

OFFSHORE WIND FARMS TO POWER MAURITIUS & RODRIGUES

Dr The Hon. Minister R Jeetah

Fisherfolk, among others, present on the half day workshop on 13th Sept 

The MRC also conducted several training sessions with 
fishermen	of	 the	South-East	 region	of	Mauritius	 and	 fisher	
folks of Rodrigues.  A total of 80 fishermen in Mauritius and 
60	fisherfolk	(among	whom	most	were	women)	in	Rodrigues	
were	 trained	 in	 techniques	 for	 seaweed	 farming	and	basic	
commercial seaweed taxonomy. As a result a number of 
these fishermen are collaborating actively in the various 
seaweed initiatives of the MRC and it is planned to start 
Cluster Initiatives for them.

Capacity Building

The Hon. Minister N Von Mally discussing 
Seaweed Farming 

The workshop also provided a 
platform for discussions among 
relevant stakeholders from 
both the research and industry 
sectors.	About	175	participants	
were present at the workshop. 
Dr	 the	Hon	R	Jeetah,	Minister	

of Tertiary Education, Science, 
Research and Technology 
and	 the	 Hon.	 L	 J	 Von	 Mally,	
GOSK, Minister of Fisheries, 
were present as Chief Guest of 
Honour	and	Guaest	of	Honour,	
respectively. 
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In line with the Government Programme 
2012-15,	 the	 Ministry	 of	 Tertiary	
Education, Science, Research and 
Technology has initiated a consultative 
exercise	 with	 9	 other	 research-related	
Ministries/Research organisations 
to initiate the process to rationalize 
research in Mauritius. The process is 
based on international best practices as 
well as local challenges. In line with this, 
a model has already been developed 
with the consensus of fellow technical 
committee members from other research 
institutions of Mauritius, ministries and 
related public institutions. Features of the model could include the setting up of an 

inter-ministerial	 committee	 for	 Science,	
Research, Technology and Innovation, 
the formulation of multidisciplinary 
national research/innovation programs 
and a national research and innovation 
fund, as is the case in various countries. 
It is expected that this new set up will 
provide relevancy and accountability 
to the system through regular auditing, 
while ensuring team work, efficiency, 
quality	 and	 prevention	 of	 overlapping	
or duplication. This new model is being 
widely adopted in many countries 
and recommended by regional and 
international instances.

The MRC has undertaken a number of activities to enhance the knowledge and effective use of IP among 
research, training, teaching institutions and industry, including SMEs. These included a Workshop on 
Technology	Transfer	and	the	pioneering	series	of	Innovators’	Open	Day	and	IP	Clinic.

The Workshop on 
Technology Transfer 
was organised 
on 30th and 31st 
July	 2012,	 in	
collaboration with 
the	 Department	
of Science and 
Technology of 
South Africa, the 
National Intellectual 

Property Management Office, and the Southern African 
Research and Innovation Management Association. This 
successful collaboration with the region’s leaders in IP and 
Technology Transfer provided an excellent opportunity to 
broaden the understanding of IP and its management in the 
context of developing capacity for Technology Transfer among 
representatives of the 22 institutions attending.

The IP Clinic, which constitutes the first advisory service 
involving a joint public and private collaboration dedicated to 
IP,	was	organised	on	4th	July	2012.	The	IP	Clinic	comprises	
of a series of short meetings between individuals with an 
idea/concept and a panel or 2 or 3 IP and legal experts 
drawn from the private sector, the Industrial Property Office 
and other public institutions. The meetings are held in a 
confidential setting and are designed to provide tailored 
advice and guidance on IP and innovation related matters. 
The Council envisages that demand for these advisory 
services will increase, due to a constantly evolving business 
environment calling for more innovation from enterprises.

Following the increasing demand, a second session of 
the IP Clinic is being planned for the end of Feb 2013.

The purpose of 
organising an 
Inventors’ Open 
Day	 is	 to	 provide	
information on 
aspects involving 
the	 inter-relation	
between IP 
law, business 
or research 
practices. 2 

sessions were thus organised by the Council on 30th May 
and	 17th	 September	 2012,	whereby	 legal	 representatives,	
researchers and SME owners gave practical explanations 
and guidance on general IP issues and services relevant to 
the	 concerns	 of	 creativity	 and	 innovation,	 among	 a	 wide-
ranging spectrum of participants.

RATIONALIZATION OF THE LOCAL RESEARCH LANDSCAPE

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (IPR)

Workshop on Technology Transfer

IP Clinic Upcoming event: IP Clinic

Inventors’ Day

From Left-to-Right: Ms P Higgins; Prof S Jugessur; 
Dr K. Taylor; Dr The Hon. Minister R Jeetah; Mrs M 
Nyatlo; Dr M Mulder, Ms J.Barnett & Dr A Suddhoo
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UNSOLICITED RESEARCH GRANT SCHEME (URGS)
The	Unsolicited	Research	Grant	Scheme	 (URGS)	 allows	 researchers	 and	 research	 institutions	 to	 submit	proposals	 in	 their	
own areas of interest. Advertising for research proposals is carried out during specific periods each year. Approval of research 
projects is subject to both the availability of funds and an evaluation based on a set of criteria, as well as independent reviews.

The main objective of 
the Africa Adaptation 
Programme	 (AAP)	 is	 to	
integrate and mainstream 
Climate Change Adaptation 
-	 defined	 as	 ways	 to	
minimize the impact of 
global	 warming	 -	 into	 core	
development policies, 
strategies and plans for 
Mauritius. A proportion of 
this grant was specifically 
earmarked for funding 
research relevant to this 
issue which is of national 
importance. The programme 
which is funded by the 
Government	 of	 Japan	 is	 set to reach completion on December	2012.	Hence,	the	

Ministry of Environment and 
Sustainable	 Development,	
the main coordinating 
body at Government level, 
has solicited the MRC’s 
expertise to coordinate the 
research component of the 
AAP. So far the MRC has 
funded 11 research projects; 
8 of which deal with Climate 
Change Adaptation and 
3 of which focus on Coal 
Ash Management, under its 
URGS.	The	results	of	these	
projects were disseminated 
during a 2 day workshop on 
the	17th	and	18th	December	
2012,	at	the	MRC	in	Ebène.

Coordinating Research within the Africa Adaptation Programme for Mauritius

Source: http://destinationofmarvel.blogspot.com/2011/02/stop-climate-change.html

The Profile & Motivation of Women Entrepreneurs in Mauritius

A workshop on the Profile 
and Motivation of Women 
Entrepreneurs was organised 
on 3rd September 2012 
following a study funded 
under	 the	 MRC’s	 URGS.	
This study sought to highlight 
the profile, motivations 
and constraints of women 
entrepreneurs in Mauritius. 
In an attempt to address the 
absence of data on the matter 
at	national	level,	the	University	
of Mauritius, under the 
leadership and guidance of 
Dr	P	Baguant,	commissioned	

field work fully sponsored 
and monitored by the MRC. 
The objective of this study 
was to carry out an analysis 
of the situation involving 
women in the entrepreneurial 
sector in Mauritius and to 
establish the constraints 
which they face. Women 
entrepreneurs from a large 
number of sectors ranging 
from	 Agriculture	 to	 Health	 &	
Beauty were interviewed so 
as to get a holistic view of 
the experiences of women 
entrepreneurs. A number 

of constraints affecting the 
establishment as well as 
the expansion of women 
entrepreneurial activities were 
identified during this study 
and shared with participants 
during this workshop. Some 
of the major constraints 
discussed were: 
•	 limited	access	to	capital,
•	 inadequate	training,	
•	 discrimination

It was also noted that women 
normally rely on personal 

income to provide the initial 
finance for their enterprises. 
The formal businesses 
owned or registered to 
women, generally dominate 
over informal businesses. 
The results presented in this 
study might provide valuable 
insights to policy makers 
to address the constraints 
that Mauritian women 
entrepreneurs face. For more 
information	 on	 the	 URGS	
Scheme please refer to our 
website. 
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SOCIAL RESEARCH PROJECTS SCHEDULED FOR 2013

AFRICAN SKA PROJECT

The Council, 
through its Centre 
for Applied 
Social Research 
(CASR)	 has	
embarked upon 
a regional study 

which includes Botswana, 
the	 Democratic	 Republic	
of Congo and Swaziland. 
This study aims to examine 
the Knowledge Attitudes 
Beliefs and Practices of 
university students in relation 

to	 HIV/AIDS.	 This	 project	 is	
coordinated	 by	 the	University	
of Botswana and funded by 
SADC.	 	 The	 project	 will	 last	
for 2 years and is due to start 
in	January	2013.	It	will	involve	
surveying local university 
students	 at	 the	 University	 of	
Mauritius	 and	 University	 of	
Technology Mauritius, in order 
to establish how their existing 
knowledge	 concerning	 HIV/
AIDS	 translates	 into	 real-life	
behaviours and practices.  

The MRC formed part of the Mauritian delegation which attended 
the following meeting in Pretoria, South Africa, in the context of 
the		African	Square	Kilometre	Array	(SKA)	Radio	Telescope	project	
on 24th October 2012. Other delegations were from Ghana, 
Mozambique,	Botswana,	Kenya,	South	Africa	and	Namibia.

The Ministry of 
Social Security, 
N a t i o n a l 
S o l i d a r i t y 
and Reform 
I n s t i t u t i o n s 
r e q u e s t e d	

CASR to design and 
implement a research study 
aiming to uncover the causes 
and	consequences	of	teenage	
suicide in Mauritian society. 
A concept note has been 
developed and submited 
to the ministry. The study is 

intended to start in early 2013. 
The study intends to use a 
case study design and target 
friends and family members 
of suicide victims in order 
to explore the causes and 
consequences	 of	 suicide.	 	 It	
will also be complemented 
with case studies of survivors 
of attempted suicide. The 
findings of this study will ideally 
address this pressing societal 
issue by informing the design 
of appropriate policies and 
improve service delivery.

SADC-Funded KABP Survey of 
University Students on HIV/AIDS

Study on Teenage Suicide

8th SKA African Partner Countries: Working Group Meeting
Delegates	 at	 this	 meeting	 were	made	
aware	 that	 the	 African	 Union	 had	
endorsed the bid to host the SKA on 
the African continent. An estimated 
3000 dish antennae will be built in 
Africa. These will be dense aperture 
array	(mid	frequency).	All	present	were	
also	 informed	 that	 Human	 Capital	
development, an important sector of the 
project, should be assessed collectively 

and within each partner country to be 
better prepared prior to implementation. 
It was felt that a strategy to demonstrate 
the benefits that can be derived from 
hosting the SKA would be instrumental 
in optimizing preparations to host 
the	 facility,	 since	 up-skilling	 in	 related	
fields would be essential. For instance 
investing in ICT would position Africa to 
participate fully in processing the data 

from the SKA. The Mauritian delegation 
informed the other delegations that 
the	Construction	of	 the	 low	 frequency	
array station in Mauritius, mentioned 
in	 our	 previous	 newsletter-	 the	 Multi-
Frequency	 Interferometry	 Telescope	
for	 Radio	 Astronomy	 (MITRA)	 was	
near completion. An outline on the 
expansion of MITRA and related costs 
was also shared during this meeting.

A Memorandum of 
Understanding	 (MoU)	 with	
the	 Department	 of	 Science	
&	 Technology	 (DST)	 from	
the Ministry of Science & 
Technology	 (MST),	 India,	 was	
signed	by	Dr	The	Honourable	
A Boolell, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Regional Cooperation 
and International Trade, on 
behalf	 of	 the	 MRC	 in	 Delhi,	
during	the	State	Visit	of	Dr	The	
Honourable	 N	 Ramgoolam,	 Prime Minister, to the Republic of India in February 2012. 

In this context, the First 
Joint	 Committee	 meeting	
on Science and Technology 
Cooperation was held in 
Mauritius on the 24th & 25th 
September	 2012	 in	 Ebène.	
This	 high-level	 meeting	 was	
co-chaired	by	Dr	A	Suddhoo,	
Executive	 Director	 of	 the	
MRC	and	Dr	A	Mitra,	Adviser	
and	 Head	 of	 International	
Bilateral Cooperation 
of	 the	 DST.	 The	 Indian	

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY COOPERATION WITH INDIA

Front Row, from Left-to-Right: Prof. S Juggessur, Dr A Mitra & Dr A Suddhoo

KAT-7 is a seven-dish prototype interferometer array in 
the Karoo desert. It is the world’s first radio telescope 
with dishes made of fibre glass
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The	 eminent	 Professor	 Robert	 Huber,	
winner of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
gave	a	talk	on	4th	July	2012	at	the	Octave	
Wiehe Auditorium, as part of the Nobel 
Prize	Laureate	Lecture	Series	(NPLLS).	This	
talk which was a joint effort between the 
MRC	and	the	University	of	Mauritius,	was	
also part of the International Conference of 

Pure and Applied Chemistry 2012. Titled: 
“How	 did	 I	 become	 a	 Chemist	 and	 a	
Crystallographer?”,	Professor	Huber’s	talk	
allowed him to share his passion for his 
subject with representatives of Ministries, 
institutions, tertiary education institutions, 
the private sector, the research alliance, 
University	and	College	students,	as	well	as	
associations	and	NGOs.	Professor	Huber,	
was	born	in	1937	in	Munich.	He	studied	
Chemistry	 at	 the	 Technische	 Universität	
München	(TUM),	where	he	also	completed	
his	 Ph.D.	 His	 exceptional	 contributions	
to science include the understanding of 
the structure and function of biological 
macromolecules and the development 
of novel methodologies in protein 
crystallography.	 He	 has	 been	 honoured	

by numerous honorary doctorates, 
professorships,	 memberships.	 He	 won	
the Nobel Prize for Chemistry together 
with	H	Michel	and	J.	Deisenhofer	in	1988.	
He	 has	 been	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Max-
Planck-Gesellschaft	 since	 1972	 and	
Director	 at	 the	 Max-	 Planck-Institut	 für	
Biochemie until his retirement in 2005. 
Dr	The	Honourable	R	Jeetah,	Minister	of	
Tertiary Education, Science, Research and 
Technology, was the Chief Guest for the 
occasion. The NPLLS is one of the new 
schemes that were approved in 2011 to 
revamp the schemes of the council to 
support and promote research. For more 
information on the NPLLS Scheme please 
refer to our website. 
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9th SANBio STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

NOBEL PRIZE LAUREATE LECTURE SERIES (NPLLS)

Prof R Huber during his talk at Octave Wiehe Auditorium

Delegation	 also	 comprised	 of	 
Dr	 K	 Somasundar,	 Scientist,	
Ministry of Earth Sciences 
(Expert	 in	 Oceanography)	
from	 the	 DST	 and	 Dr	 R	
Ramesh, Research Scientist 
from the Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics, Bangalore. The 
Delegation	was	 accompanied	

by a Senior Representative 
of	 the	 High	 Commission	 of	
India,	 Mauritius.	 During	 the	
visit in Mauritius, the Indian 
Delegation	also	had	a	meeting	
at the Ministry of Tertiary 
Education, Science, Research 
and Technology, chaired by the 
Permanent Secretary, Mrs N 

D	Nababsing.	 The	 delegation	
also met with the Tertiary 
Education Commission, the 
University	 of	 Mauritius,	 the	
Mauritius Oceanography 
Institute and the Mauritius 
Sugar Cane Research Institute. 
In order to identify joint projects 
of mutual interest, the following 

activities were proposed:
(i)	 Workshop	 in	 the	 area	

of Ocean Science and 
Services

(ii)	 A	 training	 module	 on	
Ocean	 Data	 and	 Image		
Processing

(iii)	 Workshop	 in	 the	 area	 of	
Astronomy 

As a 
member of 
the Southern 
A f r i c a 

Network for Biosciences 
(SANBio)	 Steering	 Committee,	
the MRC was represented 
at the above named event 
which was held in Pretoria, 
South Africa. This meeting 
was organised by the SANBio 
Secretariat at the Council of 
Scientific & Industrial Research 
(CSIR)	 at	 the	 Knowledge	
Commons,	on	20th	July	2012.	

Other delegations present were 
from South Africa, Lesotho, 
Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Angola, 
Zambia and Malawi. Items 
discussed included:
 
•	 The	 addition	 of	 the	 New	

Partnership for Africa’s 
Development	 (NEPAD)	
Science Technology and 
Innovation	Hub

•		 Completion	 of	 the	 Africa	
Bioscience	 Initiative	 (ABI)	
Strategic Plan document 
2012-2016	 and	 its	 use	 for	

fundraising
•		 The	 format	 for	 Country	

Reports	 to	 monitor	 in-
country programmes was 
discussed

•		 Progress	 made	 under	
the Biosciences Finland 
&	 South	 Africa	 (BioFISA)	
initiative to combat hunger, 
sustaining livestock and 
curing	 diseases	 in	 sub-
Saharan Africa

The Steering Committee 
was also informed that the 

guidelines on Traditional 
Knowledge	 (TK)	 and	 plant	
genetic resources, were in 
press and a copy would soon 
be circulated to members. 
Delegates	were	also	briefed	
on the background to the 
Mid-Term	 Evaluation	 (MTE)	

processes and informed about 
the main issues that were 
considered at the BioFISA 
Stakeholders’ Workshop. This 
event was also a means to 
deal with some of the issues 
that were raised in the draft 
MTE Report and in getting the 
views of a broader spectrum 
of stakeholders. Some of 
the other aspects discussed 
included communication, 
funding, peer learning and 
the functions of the SANBio 
Secretariat.
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RESEARCH AND SCIENCE OUTREACH IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

In	order	 to	provide	a	broad-based	education	 for	 the	healthy	
and holistic development of young learners and as part of Co 
and	 Extra-Curricular	 Activities	 2012,	 the	 MRC	 successfully	
organized Research and Science Outreach activities in three 
secondary	schools,	namely,	France	Boyer	De	La	Giroday	SSS,	
Ebène	SSS	Girl	and	Sodnac	SSS,	reaching	out	to	about	350	
students. The purpose of the Research and Science Outreach 
programme was to bring research to secondary schools and 
create awareness, interest and motivation in young minds to 
undertake research. Each Research and Science Outreach 
session included a brief overview of the MRC, an exhibition, 
quiz,	 film	 shows	 and	 presentations	 on	 some	 of	 the	MRC’s	
ongoing and completed research projects in the natural, 
physical,	social	sciences	and	inter-disciplinary	disciplines.	The	
outreach sessions were extremely interactive and almost all 
the students found the activities and projects of the Council 
very interesting.

The Council also organized and participated in the following events/activities for the 
dissemination of research, as well as the promotion of Science, Technology & Innovation:

Research	 and	 Science	 Outreach	 is	 an	 extra-curricular	
activity being implemented in secondary schools by the 
Mauritius Research Council to sensitize students of the 
concept of research and to motivate them to undertake 
research. The Programme comprises of interactive sessions 
and exhibits through which students are exposed to the 
importance of science and research while being informed of 
ongoing research projects at the Council. The Programme, 
which	has	been	conducted	in	3	secondary	schools	in	June	
2012, will be extended to other schools in Mauritius and 
Rodrigues. 

EVENTS

1.  Awareness Session on Seaweed 
Farming for Fisher Community of Petit 
Sable

2.		 URGS	-	A	Study	of	Online	Social	
Networks in Mauritius

3.  Seminar on Green Building
4.		 Research	Grant	Application	Course	(2	

batches)
5.  Getting Started with Medical Research
6.  Presentation of Research Papers by PGA  

Awardees

7.			Hands-on	training	on	seaweed	farming	
for fishermen in the region of Grand 
Sable & Petit Sable

8.   Seminar on “Phytoplasma diseases in 
tomato in Mauritius”

9.		 Dissemination	of	findings	for		Africa	
Adaption Programme funded projects

10.	Guidelines	on	Use	of	Traditional	
Knowledge and Plant Genetic Resources
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